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Education

Hanken School of Economics 2025-2029
Doctor of Science - Economics and Business Administration (Finance)
CGPA: 4/5

Hanken School of Economics 2023-2025
MSc in Finance, GBSN Premium Scholarship
CGPA: 4.5/5

Institute of Business Administration, Karachi 2019-2023
BS in Accounting and Finance
CGPA: 3.84/4

Research Profile

Dissertation Area: Corporate Finance, Financial Risk, Debt Financing and Corporate Disclosures

My doctoral research examines corporate financial risk and financing decisions, with particular interest in how
information contained in corporate disclosures can help explain firms’ financial conditions and risk exposures. My
work combines large-scale financial datasets with textual analysis, natural language processing and machine-learning
methods.

Research Interests: Corporate Finance, Financial Risk, Debt Markets, Corporate Disclosures, Empirical Finance

Methods: Econometrics, Textual Analysis, Natural Language Processing, Machine Learning, Large-Scale Financial
Data

Research Experience

Doctoral Researcher in Finance Aug 2025—Present
Hanken School of Economics, Helsinki, Finland

e Conduct doctoral research in empirical corporate finance, focusing broadly on corporate financial risk, debt financing
and information contained in corporate disclosures.

o Work with large-scale financial and textual datasets using econometric, natural language processing and machine-
learning methods.

Master’s Thesis — Impact of ESG Factors on Financial Returns: A U.S. Industry Analysis Sep 2024-Feb
2025
Hanken School of Economics

e Examined the relationship between ESG factors and financial performance across U.S. industries using portfolio
analysis in R.

e Combined MSCI and LSEG data to compare industries with different levels of ESG relevance and examine differences
in financial outcomes.

Research Assistant Dec 2022—-Jun 2023
Institute of Business Administration, Karachi

o Studied how institutional investors in Pakistan understand and incorporate Environmental, Social and Governance
(ESQG) factors into investment decisions.

¢ Conducted 10 in-depth interviews, distributed 200 questionnaires and performed statistical analysis of the resulting
data.

Research Project — Oil Hedging and Financial Risk Jul 2022—-Sep 2022
Pakistan State Oil
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o Examined the economic viability of oil-price hedging for Pakistan and the use of forward contracts to manage
exposure to oil-price movements.

e Analysed forward-contract strategies and presented the findings in a 30-page research report to management.

Teaching Experience

Teaching Assistant, Department of Finance Aug 2021-May 2023

Institute of Business Administration, Karachi

e Supported undergraduate teaching in Financial Management and Introduction to Business Finance.

o Worked with faculty on course materials, tutorials and Excel-based exercises designed to make core finance concepts
more applied and accessible.

Associate Teacher Sep 2020-Dec 2020
Foundation Public School A Level

e Taught and mentored A-Level students in Economics and Accounting in an online learning environment.
o Used interactive tools including Canva and Zoom to support remote teaching and student engagement.

Research Projects

Master’s Thesis: Impact of ESG Factors on Financial Returns: A U.S. Industry Analysis Sep 2024-Feb
2025

o Examined the relationship between ESG relevance and financial performance across U.S. industries using portfolio
analysis in R.

e Combined MSCI and LSEG data to compare industries with relatively high and low ESG relevance and identify
differences in financial outcomes.

Financial Analysis and Machine Learning Using R Jan 2024-May 2024

o Applied R to problems in quantitative finance and credit risk, including the Black—Scholes-Merton framework, Ito’s
Lemma and Value at Risk.

e Developed and evaluated quantitative models while gaining practical experience with machine-learning methods in
financial applications.

Data Analysis with Python and SQL Sep 2023-Nov 2023

e Used Python, pandas and PostgreSQL for data preparation, analysis and database work.
o Worked with textual data, web scraping, web services and introductory machine-learning applications.

Research Funding & Awards

Doctoral Research Grant — Foundation for the Advancement of Finnish Securities Markets 2026-2027

e Awarded a competitive EUR 14,500 grant to support doctoral research in Finance during the 2026-2027 academic
year.

Nordic Finance Network — Course Grant 2026
o Awarded full funding to attend Big Data Asset Pricing at Copenhagen Business School.
GBSN Premium Scholarship — Hanken School of Economics 2023-2025

e Awarded a competitive scholarship valued at approximately EUR 45,000, covering tuition fees and providing a
living stipend for the MSc in Finance.

Global Undergraduate Exchange Program (Global UGRAD) 2022
U.S. Department of State

e Selected for the fully funded Global UGRAD program for a semester exchange at the University of Kentucky and
served as a Cultural Ambassador of Pakistan.

IREX Outstanding Academic Excellence Award 2022
Dean’s List — Institute of Business Administration 20192023



Leadership and Activities

Hanken Ambassador, Hanken School of Economics Sep 2024—Present
e Represent Hanken in student outreach, university communications and events for prospective students.

Sustainable Finance in the Quantum Era Hackathon Oct 2024
e Developed a microfinance business concept using quantum-inspired tools, including Qiskit Finance, to explore loan

allocation and financial inclusion.

Doctoral Coursework

Graduate School of Finance / Graduate School of Economics / Nordic Finance Network

o Advanced Econometrics I — Grade: 4/5

e Advanced Econometrics IT — Grade: 5/5

e Advanced Econometrics III — Grade: 5/5

o Big Data Asset Pricing — Copenhagen Business School — Pass
o Empirical Asset Pricing — Grade: 3/5

o Empirical Banking — Grade: 5/5

o Empirical Corporate Finance — Grade: 4/5

o Theoretical Asset Pricing — Grade: 4/5

e Theoretical Corporate Finance — Pass

e Transforming Economic and Financial Research with AT — Pass
o Research Ethics — Pass

Technical Skills

Programming and Data: R, Python, SQL, pandas, PostgreSQL
Research Methods: Econometrics, Empirical Finance, Portfolio Analysis, Textual Analysis, Machine Learning
Financial Databases: Bloomberg, WRDS, Compustat, CRSP, FactSet

Certifications

Bloomberg Market Concepts

HarvardX — Entrepreneurship in Emerging Economies

Bright Network UK — Consulting & Financial and Professional Services

Coursera — Corporate Sustainability: Understanding and Seizing the Strategic Opportunity

Languages

English — Full Working Proficiency
Urdu — Native
Swedish — Basic Proficiency
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